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FOREWORD FROM 
RUPERT GATHER
EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN

I founded InvestUK as a specialist Foreign 
Direct Investment consultancy in 2013. We set 
up our office in London; the greatest financial 
centre on Earth and the beating heart of the 
sixth-biggest economy in the world. 

Since then, our work has grown substantially 
to encompass different aspects of FDI 
each providing innovative solutions to 
help ambitious international professionals 
and entrepreneurs to invest in or create 
businesses in the United Kingdom. 

Despite the uncertainties all nations have 
faced over the past year as a result the global 
pandemic and Brexit, the United Kingdom is 
now ready to welcome the world back to its 
shores following the success of its world-
leading vaccination programme. Thanks to 
the UK’s dynamic enterprise economy we can 
face this next chapter of Britain’s success 
story with confidence and determination.

Brexit now means that the United Kingdom 
is repositioning itself as a global nation, and 
the idea of a ‘Global Britain’ is more than just 
a slogan – it means that we are ready to work 
with international investors, businesspersons 
and other clients to come to live, work and 
invest in the United Kingdom and help build 
our new global future. 

We at the InvestUK Group passionately believe 
that the United Kingdom is the best place 
to live, learn and raise a family. Last year, I 
announced the opening of new office in Dubai 
to complement our offices in London, Beijing 
and Hong Kong and they are spreading our 
positive and optimistic message. We welcome 
investors, inventors and entrepreneurs 
from all over the world to come and set up 
businesses in the UK, to bring their families, 
to educate their children and to learn how to 
build a global Britain together.
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OUR MISSION
InvestUK Group companies are committed to helping international 
investors, entrepreneurs and innovators achieve their objectives 
and supporting the United Kingdom in its global ambitions.

Since 2013, the InvestUK Group has attracted 
the most ambitious individuals from around 
the world to invest, set up businesses and live 
in the UK.

With an outstanding reputation as a place 
to live and work, the UK is the natural home 
for ambitious foreign investors and their 
families. The IMF World Economic Outlook 
2020 lists the United Kingdom as the sixth-
biggest economy in the world with a stable 
and democratic political system, a government 
committed to businesses of all types and 
sizes, a skilled and diverse labour market and 
a strong and respected rule of law.

Our work has a lasting influence on the 
individuals, families and communities we 
serve. 

Over the last seven years we have helped 
more than 360 highly-skilled individuals 
to achieve their objectives in the United 
Kingdom. 

Having built ties with the United Kingdom, 
these individuals continuously channel a flow 
of diverse cultural and professional skills into 
the UK, creating jobs, sustaining communities 
and contributing to the UK economy.

The InvestUK Group facilitates business, 
investment and immigration opportunities 
that, for many, would otherwise be out of 
reach. The work that we do is life-changing.
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When foreign individuals are considering to 
invest, set up businesses or immigrate to 
the UK, our aim is to deliver an unparalleled 
preparatory experience that sets them up for 
success.

We want these individuals to experience 
the UK’s cultural and economic strengths, 
feel supported throughout their journey and 
welcome in our country from day one.

On arrival in the UK, we encourage our clients 
to enrol in various programmes designed to 
support them in all aspects of their business 
and personal life.

Many of these programmes are run in 
collaboration with our carefully selected 
partners based in the UK and worldwide.

It is not just our clients who form the InvestUK Group 
network. We also collaborate with an extensive and diverse 
range of partner organisations who support our mission.

OUR PARTNERS
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CHANNELLING FDI 
INTO THE UK

Established in 2013, InvestUK is a market 
leading business and investment consultancy 
specialising in Foreign Direct Investment 
(‘FDI’) into the UK enterprise economy. The 
organisation acts on behalf of international 
private clients to support the development 
of successful businesses in the UK and 
source, qualify and manage private equity 
investments into unquoted UK companies.

Based in London’s prestigious Marylebone 
district, InvestUK provides highly tailored
inward investor services via its unique multi-
channel platform offering over 200 pre-
screened private investment options.

Despite being a private company, InvestUK 
closely aligns with Government policy 
on inward investment and immigration, 
recognising that this flow of investment not 
only provides growth capital to back inspiring 
entrepreneurs and invigorate small UK 
companies raising finance, but also creates 
British jobs, sustains communities and 
contributes to the UK economy.

InvestUK acts for clients seeking 
to set up businesses and source 
private equity investments 
matched to their area of 
expertise, relevance and strategic 
objectives. We have a significant 
knowledge of what it takes to 
establish a successful business 
in the UK and have developed a 
reputation as a readily available 
source of investor funds in the UK 
private equity market.

Eva Inglander
Client Director
InvestUK

40% of our founders
are female

33% of our founders
are from developing 
countries

52% of investors 
are motivated by the 
prospect of a visa

InvestUK, the oldest organisation within the InvestUK Group 
of companies, continues to promote the United Kingdom as an 
attractive place to live, work and invest.
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InvestUK is committed to making 
the UK a magnet for brilliant 
people and businesses from 
around the world whilst creating 
thousands of jobs around 
the country and generating 
opportunities to strengthen the 
UK’s global influence.

Margaret Tsang
Commercial Director
InvestUK

As the United Kingdom exits 
the European Union, InvestUK 
will help to ensure that it plays 
a leading role in global affairs 
by defending its interests and 
promoting its values.
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ATTRACTING GLOBAL 
ENTREPRENEURS

In March 2019 the UK Government launched 
the new ‘Start-up’ and ‘Innovator’ visa 
programmes as part of its commitment to 
attract the best overseas entrepreneurs to 
build groundbreaking business ventures 
in the United Kingdom and consolidate the 
nation’s position as a leading innovation 
superpower. In response to this programme, 
The InvestUK Group launched Innovate 
in Britain, a not-for-profit organisation, to 
support international talent to immigrate to 
the UK and set up successful businesses. 

Working closely with the UK Home Office, 
Innovate in Britain was licenced to become 
an official ‘endorsing body’, granting the 
organisation special powers to assess and 
recommend applicants for the Start-up and 
Innovator visa programmes.

Innovate in Britain has supported the world’s 
finest entrepreneurs to establish, grow and 
scale groundbreaking business ventures in 
the United Kingdom since the start of the 
Start-up and Innovator visa schemes and is 
now widely regarded as the largest endorsing 
body organisation with a network of over 
130 founders and counting. These founders 
are building innovative, viable and scalable 
businesses across all regions of the UK and 
industry sectors.

Innovate in Britain attracts 
outstanding entrepreneurs 
from all sectors (technology, 
education, healthcare and 
engineering to name a few) with 
a wide range of professional 
experience and expertise. This 
diversity is a huge strength, 
stimulating conversations, ideas 
and insights throughout its 
programme and in subsequent 
initiatives.

Will Parsons
Operations Manager
Innovate in Britain

30% of investments 
take place outside of 
London

95% of our founders
plan to register for 
UK patents

12% of businesses 
we support operate 
in the Education 
sector

Since 2019, Innovate in Britain has been attracting the world’s 
finest entrepreneurs to establish, grow and scale innovative 
business ventures in the United Kingdom.
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Innovate in Britain is committed 
to making the process of 
establishing a UK business 
as stress-free and supported 
as possible in order to attract 
brilliant people and businesses 
from around the world.

Farah Zahid
Managing Director
Innovate in Britain

Our world-leading excellence 
in innovation is the foundation 
on which we can build the UK’s 
future prosperity and tackle the 
greatest challenges facing our 
society.
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GROUP RESULTS 
AT A GLANCE
Over the last eight years the 
InvestUK Group has developed 
an excellent track-record for 
facilitating both visa and non-
visa related investments into 
the UK enterprise economy.

£120 million
invested across all regions of the UK

364 investors
originating from 34 countries worldwide

3,747 British jobs
created by our work
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DIRECT INVESTMENT 
VALUE INTO THE UK
Our work has directly 
supported a total Foreign 
Direct Investment of £120m  
into all regions of the United 
Kingdom. We are increasingly 
focused on supporting 
investment into the Northern 
Powerhouse, Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland.

NORTHERN IRELAND
£2.2m 1.8%

SCOTLAND
£1.7m 1.5%

WALES
£1.1m 1%

ENGLAND
£69.4m 57.6%

LONDON
£45.6m 37.9%
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INVESTOR
ORIGINS
Our client base is balanced 
globally from 34 countries. 
China is the biggest source of 
active clients with an active 
participation of 36%. The 
Middle East, South Asia and 
Africa are also significant 
source of clients with a 
growing number of enquiries 
coming from these regions.

THE AMERICAS
25 INVESTORS 7%

AFRICA
40 INVESTORS 11%
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Our engaged network of clients create 
lasting reciprocal flows of capital and 
cultural and professional skills between the 
UK and their country of origin.

This global network grows in strength, 
influence and impact year on year.



UNITED KINGDOM
7 INVESTORS 2% CIS (INCL. RUSSIA)

27 INVESTORS 7%

CHINA (INCL. HK)
132 INVESTORS 36%

SOUTH EAST ASIA
21 INVESTORS 6%

SOUTH ASIA
54 INVESTORS 15%MIDDLE EAST

58 INVESTORS 16%
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INVESTMENTS
BY SECTOR
Our clients have completed 
investments into a wide range 
of industrial sectors. We 
pride ourselves on our record 
for having facilitated a large 
portion of investments into 
the Education, Healthcare and 
Manufacturing, Distribution & 
Engineering sectors.

ART & 
DESIGN 2%

FASHION & 
BEAUTY

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL 
& BUSINESS 
SERVICES

PROPERTY & 
CONSTRUCTION

TECHNOLOGY, IT 
& SOFTWARE

CONSUMER & 
RETAIL 4%

ENERGY 3%

ENVIRONMENT 
& GREEN 2%

FOOD & 
BEVERAGE 6%LEISURE & 

ENTERTAINMENT 8%

MANUFACTURING,
DIST. & ENG. 8%

MARKETING & 
PUBLISHING 3%

EDUCATION
11%

HEALTHCARE
10%

11%

5%

11%

5%

11%
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SUPPORTING UK 
JOB CREATION
The visa-qualifying investments 
that we have facilitated have 
directly created 1,946 full-time 
jobs for UK residents. With 
the relevant ONS employment 
multipliers applied, we estimate 
that we have indirectly facilitated 
the creation of a further 1,801 jobs, 
bringing the total up to 3,747.



BUILDING A 
GLOBAL BRITAIN
We live in an increasingly globalised and connected world. 
Networks, friendships and collaborations are vital to 
achieving global stability, prosperity and development. 
The InvestUK Group will support this by continuing 
to attract and support the world’s most exceptional 
individuals to interact with the United Kingdom.

As the United Kingdom exits the European 
Union, the future will bring new global 
challenges to overcome, problems to solve, 
and opportunities to seize. These new 
challenges and opportunities will require 
new thinking from ambitious international 
individuals and InvestUK Group companies 
will continue to provide innovative platforms 
for these individuals to develop and connect.

Our global distribution network will continue 
to work across borders and with the UK 
Government to develop new solutions, 
build international connections and drive 
development in the United Kingdom and 
around the world.

Our aim is for the InvestUK network to 
continue to grow, and that the impact of our 
work will double in size and influence.

Our ambition is that our partners and 
supporters remain invested in the United 
Kingdom and help to contribute to our society 
by investing, innovating and creating jobs that 
sustain communities.

We want to keep investing in the
individuals who will help to build a global 
Britain. 
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UK Regions     Investment Amount    %

London

West Midlands

South East England

North West England

South West England

East Midlands

Northern Ireland

Scotland

East of England

Wales

Yorkshire & The Humber

North East England

Total

£45,613,719

£31,400,000

£15,275,000

£15,180,000

£3,465,000

£2,200,000

£2,200,000

£1,760,000

£1,530,500

£1,100,000

£250,000

£100,000

£120,074,219

37.9%

26.1%

12.7%

12.6%

2.9%

1.8%

1.8%

1.5%

1.2%

1.0%

0.2%

0.1%

100%

Origin                     No. investors   %

China (incl. HK)

Middle East

South Asia

Africa

CIS (incl. Russia)

The Americas

South East Asia

United Kingdom

Total

132

58

54

40

27

25

21

7

364

36.2%

15.9%

14.8%

10.9%

7.4%

6.8%

5.7%

1.9%

100%

Job creation                                                 Quantity

Direct

Indirect (with multipliers)

1,946

3,747

Investor origins

Direct investment value into the UK

Direct and indirect creation of British jobs

DETAILED BREAKDOWN
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Figures from August 2013 to May 2021
This version created on 26/04/2021
For feedback or further information please contact insight@investuk.com



InvestUK (Group) Limited
4 Cavendish Square
London, W1G 0PG
United Kingdom

Email: enquiries@iukgroup.com

www.iukgroup.com
www.investuk.com
www.innovateinbritain.com


